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order that his Excellency might perceive how
earnestly I wished to work for him, I had already
chosen a convenient house, in a quarter much to
my liking.* As I did not want to trench upon
his Excellency for money or anything of that
sort, I had brought with me from France twa
jewels, with which I begged him to purchase
me the house, and to keep them until I earned it
with my labour. These jewels were excellently
executed by my workmen, after my own designs.
When he had inspected them with minute atten*
tion, he uttered these spirited words, which
clothed my soul with a false hope: "Take back
your jewels, Bcnvenuto! I want you, and not
them; you shall have your house free of charges."
After this, he signed a rescript underneath the
petition I had drawn up, and which I have always
preserved among my papers. The rescript ran
as follows: f*Let the house be seen t$f and who
is the vendor, and at what price; for we wish to
comply with Benvenuto's request** t I naturally
thought that this would secure me in possession
of the house; being over and above convinced
that my performances must far exceed what I
promised-

* This house is in the Via del Rosaio, entered from
Via della Pergola, No. 6527.

fTht; petition and the rescript are m existence,
and confirm Cellini's veracity in thi$ transaction* Sec
Bianchi, p. 587,